
Concord Highlands Baptist Church  

stands amongst the ruins that will one day be our brand 

new community. 

A New Foundation 

pray for one another, cry 

together, grieve together,  

then pour out a new founda-

tion for our community...a 

foundation of love, support, 

unity, and fellowship.  We 

will rebuild our homes, lives, 

and a beautiful new commu-

nity.  

K.L. Dunkin 

Editor 

have hope. Our town will be restored better 

than before. 

 As I sit here listening to the rain tapping on 

my roof,  my mind drifts to those who lost their 

homes. Going to bed on the night of April 27, 

2011 was very different than any other night.  

I had such a mixed bag of emotions.  As I 

found myself thanking God for my family, my 

bed, and my home;  my heart also ached be-

cause I knew that just down the road, there 

were people struggling to survive, hoping to 

be found. I knew that there were families 

grieving deeply over lost loved ones.  I felt 

helpless..but not hopeless.  I prayed. I am sure 

this is a familiar story that I share with many.  I 

have gained a new understanding of what it 

means to count my blessings...one by one. 

Concord is our community. I have only been 

here a short while but, I know that there are 

others like me who believe that we are all in 

this together.  We must unite with one another, 

A Word of Comfort 

God’s grace and mercy ac-

company times of affliction.  

We are not promised a life 

free from pain and suffering.  

In fact,  the scriptures guar-

antee that “In this world 

there will be trouble…”        

However, it doesn’t stop 

there.  Jesus continues to say, 

“but take heart!  I have over-

come the world” (John 

16:33).  Through Christ, 

“...we are more than con-

querors.” (Romans 8:37).  

We can and will overcome if 

only by the strength of Christ 

Himself. 

 Remember that “The Lord is 

close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are 

crushed in spirit” (Psalm 

34:18), and “He heals the 

brokenhearted and binds up 

their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). 

He will bring beauty from 

these ashes and turn our sor-

row to joy in time.  We must 

put our hope in God and 

remember  that our sorrow is 

only for a short time.  Joy 

will come again. (see Psalm 

30:5).    

 

It has been one week since the EF-4 Tornado 

ripped through our community. We have seen 

the images.  We have heard the stories.  We 

have survived a week of intense recovery. We 

have been grieving over such great 

losses...and have rejoiced in small miracles. 

We have received help from so many. We 
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Those who plant 

in tears will  

harvest with 

shouts of joy! 

Psalm  

126:5 



Special Thanks 

It is difficult to know where to begin to thank so many who have helped in the recov-

ery process.  Thank you to all the citizens who rushed in to help the injured and 

trapped before emergency responders were able to reach the scene.  Thank you to 

the emergency responders, disaster relief centers, volunteers, police departments, 

medical teams, fire departments, Red Cross, Salvation Army  and the National 

Guard for your assistance and protection.  Thank you to Alabama Power and all the 

other power companies who acted so quickly to get power back to our residents. 

Thank you to all the organizations who have donated services and items to assist with 

recovery.  You have helped to make this road much easier to travel.  We are 

blessed. 

If you have somebody special you would like to thank, please contact the Concord 

Encourager at the phone number or email address listed above. 

Concord, Alabama 

Phone: 205-876-3986 

E-mail: 

concordencourager@gmail.com 

We are working on a 

website we hope to 

have up very soon! 

The Concord Encourager has been developed in hopes to lift the spirits of all who were af-

fected by the Tornado that devastated our community on April 27, 2011.  We hope to help 

bind up the brokenhearted and unite our community together for a very long time.  If you 

have an uplifting survivor story, we would like to include it in future issues.  Also, if you 

would like to honor a lost loved one, please submit your story about that person and a photo-

graph if possible.  It is the goal of the Concord Encourager to at least include the names of 

every person whose life was taken in the next issue.  If you can help please call the number 

listed at the top of this page or send an email to the listed address.  In addition, information 

regarding disaster relief  and updates will be in future issues.  

A few of many volunteers reaching out to our  

community.  Original photographer unknown. 
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A Ray of  Hope 

In  1998, a twister devastated the community of Sylvan Springs 

(not far down the road at all).  I have driven through that area 

with people who were here when the event occurred.  We could 

find no signs that it had ever taken place.  Sylvan Springs is a 

beautiful community.  This will be the story for Concord one day 

soon.  I have seen this type of devastation and recovery many 

times.  God will heal our land and restore our city.  

K.L. Dunkin  

On Tuesday, May 

3rd, 2011, God 

placed His rainbow 

over Concord and 

Tuscaloosa.  This pic-

ture was taken in 

front of  Concord 

Baptist Church.  The 

photographer is un-

known at this time. 


